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Urban II was not content merely to prohibit lay investi-
ture. At the Council of Clermont in 1095, he also forbade
ecclesiastics to do homage to laymen, and the decrees against
investiture and homage were repeated at his Roman council
of 1099. This was a further, and from the point of the lay
ruler a much more serious, loosening of the tie which linked
the bishop in subordination to the king. Archbishop Anselm
of Canterbury was present at the Roman council, and so for
the first time an English archbishop was brought face to face
with the decree against lay investiture, coupled now with the
decree against homage. It would have been difficult for any
archbishop to refuse obedience to a decree he had heard
pronounced by the Pope; it was unthinkable for Anselm.
When he was recalled from exile by the new king, Henry I,
in 1100, he felt himself obliged to refuse consecration to those
bishops who had been invested by the king or done homage
to him. So the investiture contest began in England, for
Henry I was obstinate in maintaining both practices. The
accession of Paschal II did not improve matters. He followed
unquestioningly in his predecessor's footsteps, and he was
very firm in his orders to Anselm, who had to bear the brunt
of the conflict. At last Henry I yielded on the question of
investiture, and in 1107 a compromise was arranged, Paschal
allowing Anselm to consecrate bishops though they had done
homage to the king. He meant it to be only a temporary
concession, but Henry treated it as permanent and acted
accordingly; he retained full control of appointments and
insisted on homage preceding consecration, but he abandoned
the practice of investing with ring and staff.
When Henry V was reconciled with the Church in 1105, Henry V
Paschal expected from him immediate compliance with the attitude
papal decrees which had been passed during the schism.
Henry, however, indignantly protested against papal inter-
ference with royal rights, and in this he was supported by
the ecclesiastical as well as the lay nobles of Germany. So,
just as he was on the point of settlement with England, the
Pope entered into a conflict over lay investiture with
Germany. In 1107 Paschal was in the friendly country of
France, and much bolder accordingly; he put under the
ban the leaders of the German Church who had disobeyed
his summons to a council in the previous year. In 1108,

